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Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (Drawing by Nele Brönner, 2010) 

This paper tries to ask this central question: how to think of a feminist ethico-politics which does 
not take recourse to any essentialist ontology in thinking ‘subjectivity’ or ‘body’, in short to any 
essentialised figure of the ‘woman’? Does the recent postmodern critique of ‘stable subjectivity’ 
make feminist politics impossible in the postcolonial world? Is it necessary for any feminist ethi-
co-politics to think of a located subject around whom it can organize its decisions and actions? 
Put simply, how to think of a feminism which is nonessentialist and still able to talk about body 
and embodiment retaining its privileged concept-metaphor: woman? Confronting these prob-
lems, this paper tries to propose that one needs to take recourse to a non-essential way of stud-
ying contingent problems in thinking a feminist ethics which albeit retains a vigilant critique of 
subject-predication. The paper therefore is a provocation in the way of putting ‘feminist ethic’ 
as ethicality as such.  
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